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Planning Good 
 True story: every year, around the middle of November, soup kitchens receive calls 
from families who want to come in and help serve Thanksgiving dinner.  And they get 
incensed when there isn’t room for them to help.  How about next month?  No good, they  
say – they want to serve on Thanksgiving. 

 Here’s a poorly-kept secret among managers of feeding programs: they often resent 
these annual drop-in helpers.  Why?  Because they have needy people 365 days a year.  And 
do you know when the needy are hungry?  Every single day.  They depend on their regular 
supporters, the person who takes a shift every week or every month.  The donors who bring 
food every month.  This is why we encourage Food to First on the First Sunday of every 
month.  Every month, 12 months a year, bring some non-perishable food items, leave them 
on the shelves outside Elmore Hall, and they’ll be brought to the Center for Food Action.  
Because people are hungry year-round. 

 Good is something we need to plan to do.  God has planned good for us from the 
beginning of time.  One of the favorite verses for many people is Jeremiah 29:11, “For surely I 
know the plans I have for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a 
future with hope.”  God plans.  God plans good. 

 If you want to be a person who really makes a difference, don’t be a one-shot doer of 
good things.  Be a person who plans to do good.  Plan your calendar with regular 
commitments to service.  God gives you 168 hours of breath every week.  How many of those 
hours should be spent helping to Build God’s World?   

Plan your budget around your charitable giving.  As Financial Peace University 
teaches, giving is something you budget for.  The Christian goal for giving is the tithe (10% of 
one’s income).  When you budget for generosity, you have decided to Share Boundlessly before 
the extraneous demands of life – the flat tire, the leaky plumbing – hit your checkbook.  Did 
you know that nearly half of contributions to FPC do not touch an offering plate in worship?  
These are people who have set up recurring through the online BillPay service of their bank, 
or the PushPay app that FPC uses.  This way their generosity to our church is taken care of 
regardless of whether they are able to attend, go on vacation, etc.  If you aren’t doing this, 
please consider it.   

Good doesn’t happen in one fell swoop.  It requires perseverance.  William 
Wilberforce campaigned for 20 years to abolish slavery in Britain.  The Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King enunciated his dream over 50 years ago.  Be a person who has incorporated a 
spirit of generous living and giving into the regular plans you make for your life. 

Peace and blessings, 
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Sunday Morning Bible Study 
 

The 10 a.m. Bible Study has resumed in the East 
Room.  Rev. Hong leads a discussion centered 
around the sermon text for the day from 
10:00 to 10:45 a.m. 

News for the Congregation 

    COFFEE &   
      CONVERSATION 
 
 

Thanks to our October C&C hosts for their great 
help and ministry! Betsey Carson, Anthony Cho, 
Lina Happle, Christine Yen, Ann Celentano, Melissa 
Gagnon, Ally Ham, Peter Yoon and Connie Dean 
Taylor, Alan Aluska, Beverly Rhinehart, Linda Moats 
and Lois Strauss. 

 DRAWING, SEEING 
AND THINKING 
RETURNS  

 

FPC is excited that this Art Class returns to the  
Art Loft in 2017! Artist Elaine Van Ost is seeking  
feedback for the best time of day or night for this  
wonderful class that finds the artist in all of us.  
Interested in joining in? Email Elaine at 
elainevo@verizon.net. 

FPC LIVE BOLDLY 
ESSENTIALS 
FPC programming to equip you on your 
Christ-filled journey to Live Boldly 
 

Daytime Bible Study 
Wednesday Lunch & Learn 11/2  
12-1 p.m. in the Meeting Room 
On the first Wednesday of every month Pastor Kellie 
will lead an informal discussion about a Book of the 
Bible or a topic in the Bible. Bring your lunch and 
enjoy the discussion.  

CROSSROADS 
Our 5:30 p.m. contemporary service, Crossroads,  
has resumed! The band sounds great in Elmore Hall!  
Crossroads features the same sermon as the morning 
service, backed by an excellent band in a casual 
environment.  Check it out and invite a friend! 

Prayer Chain 
 

The Board of 
Deacons is 
happy to 
announce that individuals can now submit their 
prayer requests online via FPC’s website under the 
Members / Prayer Chain tab/section. If you have any 
questions and/or wish to be added to the Prayer 
Chain send an e-mail to prayer@englewoodpres.org. 
Prayer cards submitted during worship and online 
prayer requests are incorporated into a Prayer Chain.  
The Prayer Chain is distributed to individuals willing 
to take the time to pray for all requests submitted to 
the congregation by members and visitors.  It is then 
circulated on a weekly basis via e-mail and prayer 
requests are kept in the e-mail chain for two weeks.   

CHRISTMAS 2016  
Mark your calendars now for an FPC Christmas. 
 

Carols & Cookies 
Friday, December 6th Elmore, 6 p.m. 
Join FPC friends for a fun evening of Christmas  
Carols and an FPC Cookie Exchange  
 

105th Candlelight Carol Service  
Sunday, December 11 Elmore, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m.  
The highlight of the Christmas season. This year FPC 
will hold two identical services at 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
and childcare provided at both.  
 

Christmas Eve Services  
Saturday, December 24  
Family Service at 6:00 p.m. 
Candlelight Communion Service 11:00 p.m. with  
a special extended prelude begins at 10:45 p.m. 
 

And while we are thinking Christmas: The 
FPC Origami Group are selling hand-made 
Christmas Cards with all proceeds to benefit 
Spark Hope Fire Recovery. Images of the 
cards are posted on the church website. You 

may order these beautiful cards during C&C. 
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GRIEFSHARE  
 

FPC is pleased to be a 
GriefShare location to 
help people through 
their loss of a loved 

one. This winter on Wednesday nights from Feb. 1 – 
April 26, 2017 we will hold our Winter 2017 
Session. GriefShare is open to FPC and friends from 
across the community. Please contact Pastor Kellie 
for any information at Kellie@englewoodpres.org.  

SPARK HOPE 
Spark Hope is FPC’s campaign to  
raise money and grow community 
partnerships for fire recovery. Support 
our upcoming Spark Hope events! 

 

Upcoming Spark Hope Event: 
Stop by a local Englewood business on Saturday 
November 5th from 1-6 p.m. to benefit Spark Hope. 
 

Englewood art and framing store Arielle's Gallery is 
throwing a benefit art event to benefit FPC and Spark 
Hope. For this event they are featuring the Art of 
Patrick Antonelle, an American Impressionist who has 
often been referred to as "an American Renoir" and 
Manhattan Arts Magazine is quoted saying "he is the 
foremost impressionist painter of our century, "Arielle's 
Gallery is at 20 North Dean Street just down the street 
from FPC and near the Stabucks. 
 
Spark Hope Thank You’s!  
 

A big thank you to our wonderful PumpkinFest 
coordinators Cary Schweizer and Kelley Roesch for  
great work for this year’s PumpkinFest which gathered 
more than 200 together for fun and fund-raising for 
Spark Hope and raised more than $1900.  
 

A big thank you to Ken Stevens for coordinating the 
spectacular Benefit Concert for FPC with the Blue  
Chip Chorus of Bergen County which raised more  
than $1800.  
 

A big thank you to all the volunteers of PumpkinFest 
and the Pumpkin Patch for great work for FPC! 
A big thank you to all the talented volunteers of the 
Origami Project who have hand-crafted beautiful 
Christmas Cards and diligently worked since summer.  
A particular thank you to coordinator and artist  
Yvonne Crichton for her vision on this project.  

THIS NOVEMBER: “KNOW 
YOUR CHURCH” FAMILY 
DINNERS  
 

I'm sure there are many people you see on a regular 
basis at church who you would like to meet or get  
to know better.  These people may even live in your 
town and you didn't know it, or they may have  
similar interests as you but you never engaged in a 
conversation long enough to find out.  Between 
November 5th and November 12th the Stewardship 
committee and the Deacons will be sponsoring 
"Know Your Church Family" dinners in which a 
small group of people will be the guests of a  
church member.  The host will open their home  
and coordinate the dinner in which everyone will  
bring a dish.  
 

With everything our church has gone through during 
the past several months now is a perfect time to 
reflect on why you first came to FPC, why you 
continue to worship here and how we can make 
the church experience better for everyone. I hope 
everyone takes us up on this opportunity to get to 
know your church family. 
 

Paul A. Platek 
Stewardship Chair 

SAVE A LIFE 
The new AED, (automatic external 
defibrillator) has been installed in 
the Elmore Hall kitchen. The device 
has been activated and ready for  
use incase of a cardiac arrest. It is 
meant for  TRAINED personnel 
use ONLY! If you would like to 
enroll in a CPR class, which would  
make you qualified to use the AED, 

please contact either Dorothy VanderWerf or 
Charlene Niland.  A class is being scheduled in the 
near future for any one interested.   



 

FPC Family Ministries 
Grow in faith and play with heart.  A place for families to build God’s world through FPC Church School and Family Ac vi es.  

Family Game Night 
Elmore Hall, Friday November 18, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. 
Join us for an evening of family fun! FPC supplies dinner 
and games. Look for more on this great night for FPC 
families and sign up information soon or see Felicia.  

Scribble Art Preschool Classes 
Mini Scribble Classes upstairs in The Art Loft 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Classes  
10/18 Trial Class & 10/25-12/13 (8 Week Session) 
 

FPC loves our partnership with Scribble Art and 
their great 45-minute classes for babies through  
preschoolers for painting, collages and even  
sculptures. Email the FPC office for registration  
information at office@englwoodpres.org.  

Church School for November 
 

Early Childhood (First Look Nursery and 
Pre-K)  will be discussing the many people 
in their lives that are helpers. We will  
hear stories in the Bible that show family, 
community leaders, and friends giving 

help. We want our preschoolers to grow up with eyes 
that see the people who help them and a heart that says 
“Thanks". 
 

Elementary (252)   is focusing on HONOR this 
month.  Letting others know how valuable they are  
to us and learning to honor and really value one  
another is what it is all about! 
 

Middle School is starting a new series called  
JUDGEMENT CALL (11/6, 11/13,11/27). It  
examines how we judge ourselves, others and how  
God can change the way we judge, so that we are  
helpful and not hurtful. 

Operation  
Christmas Child  
Once again we are  
offering the opportunity  
to create boxes for children 

across the sea.  Please find 
the list of acceptable and re-

stricted items here:  
https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-
child/what-goes-in-my-shoebox-suggestions/  
Boxes to be filled will be available at the ushers table.  
A suggested $7 donation, taped to the OUTSIDE of the 
box in an envelope, is greatly appreciated. All boxes due 
to FPC on Sunday, November 13th. 

Care Ministries 
Spiritually Growing, Crea vely Living, Generously Caring 

CARE MINISTRIES PROVIDES: 
  

1. Resources for HEALTHY AGING: a Personal  
Medication Record for up-to-date information, 
magnetized for easy access in case of emergency, 
Brochures for LifeLine Medical Alert Service,  
Community Assistance Program with a card for  
Prescription Drug Discounts. 

2. WE CARE Services:  Collect good, used eye 
glasses for the Lions Club who repair and  
provide to the needy,  soda can tabs for  
Ronald McDonald House providing lodging for 
families with hospitalized children, and Box Top 
coupons providing educational materials for  
our Preschool & Kindergarten. 

3. WE CARE Greeting Card to a Soldier:  
Write to "A Recovering American Soldier" % 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, 6900  
Georgia Ave., NW Washington D.C. 20307 
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MOBILIZE FOR  
MISSION: FOOD TO 
FIRST ON THE FIRST 
 

FPC Mission collects food and non-perishable food 
items each month. For November we are celebrating 
gratitude and asking for your donations Every Sunday 
of November. Let’s stock the shelves and support the  
hungry and great work of the Center for Food Action! 

FPC Mobilize for Mission: Help Build God’s World  
The FPC Mission Commi ee works to create opportuni es for FPC to be the hands and feet of Jesus. From Center for Food Ac on  
to Bergen County’s Habitat for Humanity to strategic partnerships such as NYC’s Food and Homeless ministry at Jan Hus Presbyterian  
Church, thank you for all you do to build God’s World.  

MOBILIZE FOR MISSION:  
The holidays are fast approaching and Habitat for  
Humanity of Bergen County is once again looking for 
volunteers to wrap gifts at Barnes & Noble and/or  
Riverside Square Mall. Look for the gift wrapping will 
be in November's newsletter.  If you would like to  
know more about what this entails, please email or call 
Rosetta Forshee. rosettaforshee@gmail.com or  
732-915-4955 

MISSION TALKBACKS 
 

Cuba:  
Sunday Nov. 6, 12:15 p.m. in Elmore Hall 
Join Andy Bello, Linda Moats and David Johnson as 
they share stories and pictures of their October trip to 
Cuba and their work supporting FPC mission.  
 

Habitat Montana:  
Sunday Nov 20, 12:15 p.m. in Elmore Hall 
Join FPC Habitat Global Village volunteers Marcy 
Steele and Bruce and Rosetta Forshee as they share  
stories and pictures of their October work in Flathead 
Valley, Montana as they assisted with the building  
single-family homes for those in need where 18% of 
residents live in poverty.   
 

THINK CHRISTMAS GIFTS – 
THINK ALTERNATIVE GIFTS  
TO CREATE IMPACT 
 

If you’re seeking ways to both give a holiday gift and  
create impact to Build God’s World, consider…a family 
of chickens. Or a cow. Or a Beekeeping Kit. The  
Presbyterian Mission Agency has a special holiday  
Giving Catalogue that supports mission projects across 
the globe. Call 1-800-872-3283 or presbyteriangifts.org  
to make a selection that can make big impact.  

 

4. SPECIAL EVENTS:  
 

A Touch and Taste of Italy: Ever 
dreamed of floating down the canals  
of Venice, gazing over the rooftops of 
Florence, wandering through the magnificent ruins of 
the Colosseum in Rome?  Well, that’s exactly what I  
did this summer!  Join me in the East Room on Sunday, 
Nov. 13, 12:30 p.m. after Coffee and Conversation and 
we’ll travel together through Italy, from Verona to the 
Amalfi Coast. I look forward to sharing my photos and 
stories with you. Afterwards we’ll sample some delicious 
Italian pastry too! - Elena Sepulveda 

Plan ahead for a  
wonderful day trip to 
a Victorian Christmas 
House at Ringwood 
Manor on Wednesday, Dec. 7, carpooling from the 
church at 9:30 a.m. A guided tour will highlight 
elegant Gilded-Age Christmas decorations,  
furnishings, a quaint Victorian Coffee Shop, and 
hand-crafted items for sale. Cost of tour is $6 for 
seniors. Please register for this event at the church.  

First Press 
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From the Choir Room 

CHRISTMAS 
CANDLELIGHT 
CHOIR 
 

The Chancel Choir will begin rehearsing music for the 
Candlelight Carol Service after worship on November 
6. This year, due to demand, there will be two times for 
the service, 3 p.m. and 5 p.m. on December 11. If you 
would like to sing in the choir for this event come to 
rehearsals on Sundays at 12:20 p.m. in the choir room. 

NOVEMBER CHOIR 
CONCERT 
The Chancel Choir will be  

joined by the Adelphi Chamber Orchestra for a  
program “Handel and Friends” on Sunday,  
November 13 at 2 PM in Elmore Hall. The concert  
will feature G. F. Handel’s beautiful “Ode for St.  
Cecilia’s Day,” a work for chorus, soloists and  
orchestra. Also on the concert will be Handel’s  
Organ Concerto in G. Works by contemporaries of 
Handel include Bach’s Double Concerto for Oboe  
and Violin and Vivaldi’s Cello Concerto. This is sure  
to be a spectacular afternoon of music. Tickets are $15 
in advance on EventBrite.com or $20 at the door. 

UPDATE:  
FALL CLOTHING  
COLLECTION FOR 
JAN HUS CLOSET 
Thanks to everyone for great work  

on a successful clothing drive! And a big thank you  
to our awesome coordinators Charlene Niland and  
David Johnson.  

THE LABYRINTH 
 

The indoor LABYRINTH will be 
open in the Chapel on Friday,  
November 18, from 4 - 7 p.m. and 
on Sunday, November 20, 12 noon 
to 4 p.m. Take time to give thanks  

during this season of the year in a quiet space for  
meditation, walking, praying by entering the Chapel 
through the East Room where Labyrinth committee will 
greet you.  Families are also invited to walk the winding 
path with their children in our beautiful Chapel.  

“BOX TOPS” 
Our Preschool & Kindergarten is 
collecting "Box Top" coupons for 
educational materials. Please look 
for the drop off box at the church! 

WELL DONE! 
 

MANY THANKS TO ALL:  Our winter clothing drive 
to benefit the homeless at Jan Hus, our partner church, 
was a big success.  We had to rent a cargo van to  
make delivery possible due to the amount of clothing 
donated by so many, who gave so willingly, to help a 
person in need. We thank all of you who helped us 
make this a success, Jan Hus thanks you, but the main 
thanks come from those that benefitted from your 
generosity.  Great job everyone. - Charlene Niland and 
David Johnson 
 
THANK YOU: to 21 members and friends who 
Staffed the Pumpkin Patch for 3 days raising $1515.00 
for Spark Hope Fire Recovery Fund!! 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR  

 
9:30 am  

Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 

10:00 am  
Bible Study 

 

11:00 am  
Worship Service 

 

12 noon  
Coffee & Conversation 

 

Nursery/child care  
available from  

10:30 am-12:30 pm 
 

5:30 pm  
Crossroads Contemporary 

Worship 

Every Sunday 

November 2016 
Sun Mon Tue We Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 

Tuesday 1 9:30 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

10:30 AM Scribble Art Mini Scribblers Art Loft

Wednesday 2 12:00 PM Wednesday Lunch and Learn Meeting Room

7:00 PM
Discipleship Series: Taking Responsibility 

for Your Life East Room

Sunday 6 12:15 PM Mission Talkback: Cuba Elmore Hall

7:00 PM FPU Fall Session East Room

Monday 7 7:00 PM Women's Connect Group East Room

Tuesday 8 9:30 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

10:30 AM Scribble Art Mini Scribblers Art Loft

Sunday 13 9:30 AM Deacons Meeting Meeting Room

12:15 PM Mission Committee Meeting Room

12:30 PM Touch & Taste of Italy East Room

2:00 PM Fall Choir Concert Elmore Hall

7:00 PM FPU Fall Session East Room

Monday 14 3:00 PM Care Ministries Committee Meeting Meeting Room

7:00 PM Women's Connect Group East Room

Tuesday 15 9:30 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

10:30 AM Scribble Art Mini Scribblers Art Loft

12:30 PM Staff Meeting Meeting Room

4:00 PM Presbytery

Wednesday 16 7:30 PM Session Meeting Room

Thursday 17 12:00 PM CFA Turkey Distribution Elmore Hall

Friday 18 4:00 PM Labyrinth Chapel

6:30 PM Game Night Elmore Hall

Sunday 20 12:00 PM Labyrinth Chapel

12:30 PM Mission Talkback: Habitat Montana Elmore Hall

Monday 21 7:00 PM Women's Connect Group East Room

Tuesday 22 9:30 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

10:30 AM Scribble Art Mini Scribblers Art Loft

Thursday 24/25 Happy Thanksgiving! Office Closed.

Monday 28 7:00 PM Women's Connect Group East Room

Tuesday 29 9:30 AM Scribble Art Art Loft

10:30 AM Scribble Art Mini Scribblers Art Loft
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH OF ENGLEWOOD 

150 East Palisade Avenue 
Englewood, NJ 07631 
Phone: 201-568-7373 
Fax: 201-568-7376 

www.englewoodpres.org 

Happy Easter 

April 5, 2015 

90 SECOND SERMON 
Check out the 90 Second Sermon – a brief, engaging version of the 
sermon being produced each week by Rich and Kellie.  Well-suited 

for sharing with friends via email or Facebook, we hope you’ll find it interesting not just for 
yourself but as a way to start faith conversations with friends and family.  Access the videos 
from our preliminary website at www.90secondsermon.com. 
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Rev. Richard S. Hong     x306 
Cell: 973-769-0199 

rich@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Mission Strategy,  
Kellie Anderson-Picallo  x301 

kellie@englewoodpres.org 
 

Director of Care Ministries, 
Dorothy VanderWerf  x307 

dorothyv@englewoodpres.org 
 

Music Director,  
David Macfarlane   x310 
music@englewoodpres.org  

 
 
Office Manager,  
Danielle De Laurentis  x303 
     office@englewoodpres.org 
 
Family Ministries Coordinator,  
Felicia Arrigoitia  x302
    
     felicia@englewoodpres.org 
 
Bookkeeper,  
Mary Stevens   x308 

     bookkeeper@englewoodpres.org 
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